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REF: OTTAWA 3916 

1. EMBASSY HAS ATTEMPTED TO GET INDEPENDENT READINGS ON THE 
DEGREE OF SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE CANADIAN GREAT LAKES PILOTS 
AND THE SEAWAY EMPLOYEES AS SUGGESTED BY O'NEIL AND REPORTED 
PARA 4 OF REFTEL. 

2. PHILIP HURCOMB, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DOMINION MARINE 
ASSOC., ADVISED TCO HIS INFORMATION IS THAT SOME SOLIDARITY 
EXISTS AND THAT, IN THE EVENT US PILOTS ATTEMPTED TO WORK THE 
WELLAND CANAL WHILE THE CANADIAN PILOTS WERE ON STRIKE, 
NATIONALIST CONSIDERATIONS ALONE WOULD PROVOKE SYMPATHETIC 
ACTION TO CLOSE THE WELLAND. HOWEVER, HE DEFERRED TO JACK 
CRICHTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SHIPPING FEDERATION OF 
CANADA, AS BETTER INFORMED IN THIS AREA AND WITH WHOM WE ALSO 
DISCUSSED THE MATTER. 

3. CRICHTON ALSO ASSERTED THIS SOLIDARITY EXISTED BUT WAS 
NOT CLEAR AS TO THE ORGANIZATIONAL TIES, IF ANY, WHICH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 OTTAWA 03952 052021Z 

UNDERLIE IT. HE ALSO ASSIGNED A HIGH VALUE TO THE 
NATIONALIST APPEAL. CRICHTON WAS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT 
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SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE GREAT LAKES PILOTS AND THE 
LAURENTIAN PILOTS (ASSOCIATED IN THE FEDERATION OF 
CANADIAN PILOTS ORGANIZATIONS) WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS 
VERY REAL. IN HIS VIEW, ANY JOB ACTION BY THE GREAT 
LAKES PILOTS, WOULD TRIGGER A SYMPATHETIC REACTION WHICH 
WOULD CLOSE THE ST. LAWRENCE FROM MONTREAL EAST. HE 
SUGGESTED THAT ALMOST HAPPENED LAST SEPTEMBER. 

4. JAMES LEVIA (EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

OF THE CANADIAN BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY, TRANSPORT AND 
GENERAL WORKERS), WHO NEGOTIATES ON BEHALF OF SEAWAY 
WORKERS, SHARES THE VIEW THAT SYMPATHETIC ACTION BY 
THE SEAWAY EMPLOYEES IS LIKELY IF THE PILOTS GO ON 
STRIKE AND PUT UP A PICKET LINE. THIS WOULD CLOSE THE 
WELLAND CANAL. IN SUPPORT OF HIS POSITION LEVIA CITED 
THE PROVISION IN THE COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
UNION AND THE ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY AUTHORITY WHICH 
ASSURES THAT SEAWAY WORKERS WILL NOT BE "SUBJECT TO 
DISCIPLINE OR DISCHARGE FOR FAILING TO CROSS ANY 
PICKET LINE WHERE THERE IS DANGER OF BODILY HARM." 

HE NOTED THE KEY WORD "ANY" IN THAT CLAUSE WHICH MEANS 
NO DISTINCTION IS MADE BETWEEN LEGAL AND ILLEGAL 
PICKET LINES, OR BETWEEN THOSE PUT UP BY UNIONS 
AFFILIATED WITH THE CANADIAN LABOR CONGRESS AND THOSE 
NOT SO AFFILIATED (IN WHICH CATEGORY IS THE CORPORATION 
OF GREAT LAKES PILOTS). HIS MEMBERS, HE SUGGESTED, 

ARE SENSITIVE TO ALL PICKET LINES AND FEAR THE PROSPECTS 
OF VIOLENCE RESULTING IN BODILY HARM. CONSEQUENTLY, 

HE WOULD EXPECT THAT THE WEALLAND WOULD BECOME INOPERATIVE 
ONCE THE PILOTS UNDERTOOK JOB ACTION AND PUT UP A PICKET 
LINE THERE. IF THEY ALSO PUT UP A LINE AT A POINT ON 
THE MONTREAL-LAKE ONTARIO SECTOR IT WOULD ALSO BECOME 
INOPERATIVE. 

5. COMMENT: THIS INFORMATION APPEARS TO CONFIRM 
VALIDITY OF POINT MADE BY O'NEIL RE POSSIBILITY OF 
FRATERNAL ACTION TO CLOSE WELLAND AND ST. LAWRENCE AND 
SUGGESTS THAT USG WILL BE UNABLE TO ACHIEVE ITS OBJECT- 
IVE (I.E., CREATING SITUATIONS WHERE JOB ACTION BY 
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CANADIAN PILOTS CANNOT FRUSTRATE U.S. FOREIGN COMMERCE) 
WITHOUT AGREEMENT WHICH CANADIAN PILOTS - AS DISTINCT 
FROM GOC - FIND ACCEPTABLE. JOHNSON 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MARINE TRANSPORTATION, HARBOR PILOTS, GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS, GREAT LAKES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 DEC 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974OTTAWA03952 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740353-0567 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 258/aaaabxie. tel 

Line Count: 108 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: OTTAWA 3916 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: garlanwa 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 APR 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <23-Aug-2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GREAT LAKES PILOTAGE QUESTION 
TAGS: EWWT, CA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




